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SCUTTLEBUTT

BOOK LAUNCHES
2022

US (United States)
UK (United Kingdom)

HB (Hardback)
PB (Paperback)

TPB (Trade Paperback)
EB (Ebook)

JULY

The Last Paladin (USHB)
by P. T. Deutermann

A Spy in Casablanca (USHB)
by Terry Mort

Blood Money (USTPB)
by Johnny “Two Combs” Howard

AUGUST

High Water (USTPB)
by Douglas Reeman

Dive in the Sun (USTPB)
by Douglas Reeman

The Hostile Shore (USTPB)
by Douglas Reeman

The Flying Squadron (USTPB)
by Richard Woodman

For Love of Country (USTPB)
by William C. Hammond

How Dark the Night (USTPB)
by William C. Hammond

SEPTEMBER

Kydd (USTPB)
by Julian Stockwin

Artemis (USTPB)
by Julian Stockwin

Seaflower (USTPB)
by Julian Stockwin

JULIAN STOCKWIN’S 25th sea ad-
venture featuring Captain Sir
Thomas Kydd, Yankee Mission,

will be published in October and avail-
able in the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom.
    Kydd’s ship-of-the-line Thunderer is
in for dockyard repairs at Portsmouth
after suffering the ravages of battle and
storm.
    After the American heavy frigate
USS Constitution batters HMS Java off
Brazil, the First Lord of the Admiralty
summons Kydd to London from his
seat at Knowle Manor in Devon.

He soon finds himself back in his
beloved frigate Tyger, sent to the Amer-
ican coast, and told to “put down one
of their heavy frigates in return.”
    This will mean going head to head

Julian Stockwin

Julian Stockwin enjoys a wet in his local pub
after recently dispatching the manuscript
for Yankee Mission to his editor at Hodder
& Stoughton, his British publisher.
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IN FEBRUARY, MCBOOKS PRESS

will launch The Vatican Candi-
date, an international thriller by

English writer and filmmaker Paul
Bryers, author of the Nathan Peake
naval adventures under his pen name,
Seth Hunter.
    In April, 1945, Berlin is burning. A
famous aviatrix lands her light aircraft
in the centre of the shattered German
capital and takes off again with a man
called Heinrich Bechmann, SS mass
killer and Adolf Hitler’s personal body-
guard. With him is a file of documents.
    Fast forward to the spring of
2020. and Pope Francis announces
that he intends to open the Vatican
Secret Archives to the public. A
week later masked gunmen kill five
people at an isolated Jesuit retreat in
the mountains of Sicily. And two
weeks after that, the bodies of a cele-
brated British historian and his partner

are discovered in a beach house on
Long Island.
    Aiden Blake, ex-Royal Marine and
brother of the dead historian, believes
there is a mysterious link between these
events stretching across decades. He’s
right—and history itself will provide
the clues.

Paul Bryers

 with the United States Navy. How
will it all end?

Paul Bryers
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O UR VISITS TO DEAL in Eng-
land, where the Channel and
the North Sea converge, have
introduced us to significant and

sometimes surprising events and periods in
British history.
    Our guide has been novelist David
Donachie, waiting for Amy and me
on the platform with his broad
smile and signature flat cap as our
train from London St Pancras
pulls into the station.
    Virtually everywhere you step in Deal, let
alone England as a whole, you’re treading
on historical footprints. And David, whose
novels cover vast swaths of British history,
from the Romans to the Napoleonic
Wars to World War II,
knows where they lie.
    Minutes after arriving on
our visit in 2018, with light
rain falling, David led us
through a creaky iron gate
into St George’s Church-
yard, a peaceful burial
ground surrounded by a
weathered brown brick wall.
    A few steps along the
path, we stopped at Captain
Edward Thornbrough Parker’s grave. The
young naval officer, Nelson’s aide de camp
in his 22nd year, was severely wounded dur-
ing a raid across the Channel at Boulogne in
France on 15 August 1801. Casualties, in-

By George!

cluding Parker, were taken to Deal.
    “We have lost upwards of 100 killed and
wounded,” Nelson wrote to the First Lord
of the Admiralty. “Dear little Parker, his

thigh very much shattered, I have fears for
his life.”
    Parker died on 26 Septem-
ber and was buried with full
military honors. During the
service, Nelson leaned against
a tree and shed tears.
    “You’re standing where
Nelson stood,” said David
softly. The only sounds were
raindrops tapping gently on
leaves as we read the memori-
al plaque dedicated to Parker

on the wall. That moment remains a mov-
ing remembrance.
    On a crisp sunny autumn afternoon, a
year later, we were again in Deal with Da-
vid. Soon after we arrived by rail, David �

Historical Footprints

ABOVE RIGHT David
Donachie leans on an
ancient cannon at Deal
Castle.

RIGHT A miniature of
Captain Edward Thorn-
brough Parker, a Nelson
favorite and his aide de
camp.
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pointed out interesting landmarks while
walking along the shingle beach with fishing
boats hauled up away from the waterline. A
waterfront public house called the Pelican
was among them, which he immortalized in
his John Pearce naval adventures.
    In the first book in the series—By the
Mast Divided—he describes the Pelican is as
“a crowded wharf-side tavern” in London.
On “the cold of a windy February night,” a
Royal Navy press gang takes Pearce and his
mates, who become known as the “Peli-
cans.”
    Further along the shingle, David casually
gestured up the shore toward Walmer Cas-
tle, where we eventually headed. “It was just
down there that Julius Caesar landed,” he
said. The Roman general twice invaded
England with his legions hereabout in 55
and 54 BC, likely embarking from Portus
Itius (Boulogne).
    Ancient footprints, indeed, I thought.
Oh, but we would soon tread on many
more from past centuries.
    After a fish-and-chips lunch at the King’s
Head, a pub we’ve come to enjoy on the

Deal waterfront, we drove
to Walmer Castle, an artil-
lery fort begun in May
1539 by Henry VIII fac-
ing the Downs.
    Fearing a European in-
vasion, the monarch had
ordered a chain of forts
built along England’s
southern coast. Walmer
was to guard the Downs
anchorage with nearby
Deal Castle and Sandown
Castle, which the three
structures overlooked.
    In the event, an inva-
sion never came, but
Walmer was garrisoned
into the 19th century.
Then, during the English
Civil War between the
Parliamentarians (Round-
heads) and the Royalists
(Cavaliers), the castle saw
its only military action in
1648 when Royalists oc-
cupied the Downs castles
for three weeks.

    The Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports
(Old French for “five harbors”) was respon-
sible for Walmer, dating back to the 12th
century. The Confederation of Cinque Ports
is a historical group of coastal towns in
Kent—Hastings, New Romney, Hythe, Do-
ver, Sandwich, and Rye—formed initially
for military and trade reasons.
    Deal was among seven additional confed-
eration members and is considered a “limb,”
or branch, of Sandwich.
    Among the Lords Wardens, some were
famous in English history, including Prime
Minister William Pitt the Younger, appoint-
ed in 1792. Pitt improved the castle and
gardens, creating a comfortable place to en-
tertain important guests by the sea. In actu-
ality, his action cloaked Walmer’s role in �

TOP Walmer Castle from
the air. Built between
1539 and 1540, during
the first phase of Henry
VIII’s artillery forts,
Walmer presented the
latest military design of
the period. The circular
keep, or tower, was en-
circled by a narrow
courtyard, with four
half-moon bastions con-
nected by a defensive
wall. The structure was
surrounded by a deep,
dry moat spanned by a
wooden drawbridge.

ABOVE The Cinque Port
Towns flag.

PD

“Among the Lords Wardens, several were
famous  in English history including

William Pitt the Younger, appointed in 1792.”
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in political and military
planning, from the French
Revolutionary and Napole-
onic Wars through the First
World War.
    Walmer Castle, isolated
but near the Royal Navy
Downs anchorage, was a
perfect base from which to
plan the defense of Eng-
land’s southeast during the
Napoleonic Wars from
1803 to the decisive Battle
of Trafalgar in 1805.
    In 1804, while Pitt was
prime minister, Captain
John Wesley Wright, Sir
William Sidney Smith’s
chief assistant in his espio-
nage operation along the
French coast, hatched a plot from
Walmer to assassinate Bonaparte with
French royalist supporters. The plan
failed, but exemplified the castle’s
obscure part during the wars.
    As we stood on the terrace, en-
joying the sea air, we could see
across the Channel to France. My
mind drifted back to Pitt’s day.
What were his thoughts during the
French wars, perhaps gazing from
this very spot across the natural moat
protecting England for centuries?
    Just offshore, men-of-war in the Royal
Navy’s Downs Squadron would have fre-
quently been anchored or under sail, wood-
en walls guarding against invasion or
preparing to blockade French ports.
    David incorporated Pitt—unaffectionate-
ly known as “Billy Pitt”—into his Contra-
band Shore smuggling adventures featuring
Captain Edward Brazier, a British naval of-
ficer set in and around Deal in 1787.
Walmer Castle plays a cameo role, where
Pitt often takes residence “for the sea air.”
    Entering the castle, we learned that it is
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cared for by English Heritage and is
dressed to reflect consequential histori-

cal eras since Henry VIII ordered its
construction during his reign.
    Leaving William Pitt, we found
ourselves in Arthur Wellesley’s, the
1st Duke of Wellington’s, bed-
room. The “Iron Duke” stood as
Lord Warden from 1829 until he
died in 1852, while he served at

various times as prime minister,
Commander-in-Chief of the British

Army, and Leader of the House of
Lords.

    Diarist Thomas Raikes, Wellington’s
friend, documented the duke’s Walmer
habits in 1843, writing, “He always arises at
six o’clock, and walks on the platform, then
returns to his room to dress . . .” Ah, so the
“platform” was the terrace where Pitt had
observed the Downs and France, and we
had viewed Walmer’s beautiful surrounding
gardens.
    Raikes continued: “He is remarkably neat
in his appearance, always wearing a white
waistcoat and trowsers, under which is a
good guard of fleecy hosiery against the �

TOP An 1803 satirical
print depicted Pitt on the
Walmer Castle ramparts
brandishing a bayonet at
Napoleon and his officers
who have come to snoop
on his activities.

ABOVE William Pitt the
Younger by English por-
trait painter John Hopp-
ner (1758-1810).

©
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TOP The Duke of Welling-
ton’s bedroom in Walm-
er Castle is furnished as it
was at the time of his
death.

ABOVE The Duke of Wel-
lington (c. 1815-1816) by
English portrait painter
Thomas Lawrence (1769-
1830).

“. . . the most charming marine residence
I have ever seen.”

©
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cold; and a blue riding coat in the
morning.
    “At ten o’clock he appears at break-
fast; he seems to eat heartily, and
makes messes of rusks and bread in
his tea, never meat or eggs. He con-
verses the whole time, then retires,
saying, ‘Well, we shall dine at seven.’
    “About two o’clock he generally
gets on his horse, and gallops over the
[North] Downs, or, perhaps, to Do-
ver, where he is very active in attend-
ing to his business as Warden of the
Cinque Ports.”
    The Waterloo hero once called
Walmer “the most charming marine
residence I have ever seen.”
    On 14 September 1852, the Duke
of Wellington died in his bedroom at
Walmer at age 83. The room is as it was
on his demise, with his favored cam-
paign bed, the armchair in which he
succumbed, and his death mask.
    Leaving the somber atmosphere in
Wellington’s room, there were more
footprints to discover.
    On 10 May 1940, Sir Winston
Churchill succeeded Neville Chamber-
lain as British prime minister, and in
1941 he was appointed Cinque Ports Lord
Warden. During the war, the castle was
within enemy artillery in France, making it
unsafe to use. However, Churchill retained
the position until he died in 1965.
    Over his career in government, the future
prime minister frequently visited Walmer,
including during his time as First Lord of
the Admiralty in command of the Royal
Navy during the First World War.
    Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother became the only woman ever ap-
pointed Lord Warden, serving from 1978
to her death in 2002. As we moved from
room to room, David shared a rumor that
she was known to have hidden bottles of
her favorite beverages when in residence.

    Once the Queen Mother told an aide,
“I will take two small bottles of Du-

bonnet and gin with me this morn-
ing, in case it is needed.”
    Lovely gardens surround
Walmer Castle and have been
expanded and improved upon
over centuries. The gardens’ cur-
rent layout dates to the end of the
18th century, when William Pitt

assumed his position as Lord War-
den and oversaw a significant en-

largement.
    Ambling around the dry moat, created

initially for defense, we encountered a shel-
tered garden first planted during Pitt’s ten-
ure. The space features seasonal flowers,
various tree varieties, and shrubs.
    As the afternoon sun slowly moved be-
hind the trees around the castle, we enjoyed
an English cream tea on the terrace, with a
view over the Channel toward the barely
visible French shore.
    Walmer may be a small footprint in Eng-
lish history, but historical figures have left
enduring impressions. n

—George Jepson

Turn the page for more photos.
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ABOVE Walmer Castle
from the gardens.

RIGHT A long view
across the gardens to
Walmer Castle.

LEFT Thirty-two-pounder
guns pointed seaward
on the Walmer Castle
terrace.

Walmer Castle
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BELOW LEFT David
Donachie on the terrace
with his back to the
Channel.

BELOW Amy Jepson on
the garden’s Broadwalk.



TRAFALGAR
The Fog of War

In November, McBooks Press will publish Trafalgar: The
Fog of War, the eighth title in the Nathan Peake naval ad-
ventures by English novelist Seth Hunter.

“All I need is three days of fog," Napoleon told his admirals,
and they would have his greatest enemy at their mercy and
the world at his feet. In the event he had a lot more than
three days, but it was the fog of war and in it, even Napo-
leon Bonaparte could lose his way. This is the story of the
murders and intrigues, the myths and mysteries—and cru-
cially the events at sea—that preceded the most famous
battle in nautical history. This is Nathan Peake’s story of
Trafalgar, the true story of the campaign.

Following is the prologue to the novel, setting the stage
for a singular telling of the months leading up to the his-
toric battle and Captain Nathan Peake’s role.

Prologue: Step by Step

IT WAS HIS RECURRING NIGHTMARE WHEN HE WAS IN THE PRISON IN PARIS.  BEING ON

the wrong side in a battle.  The wrong flags, the wrong uniforms, the wrong music . . .
    He saw them through an arc of fire as he sharpened the blades on the spinning stone.  The
soldiers of the French army, marching up and down the deck to the sound of fife and drum.
Rantan-a-tan-rantan.  The French call to arms—La Génèrale.  He could hear it repeated
across the water on the other ships, the long, rambling forest of oak and canvas and hemp
stretching over several miles of ocean, and the rumble and squeak of iron on wood as they
rolled out the guns.  He looked across at Mr Banjo on the neighbouring grindstone and
shook his head.  ‘How did we get here?’

Allons enfants de la Patrie,
    Le jour de gloire est arrivé!

The full-throated chorus, belting out across the decks and up to the fighting tops and the
flags and pennants streaming out above, the tricolours of France and the Rojigualda of
Spain…

Or that would have been streaming out if there had been any more wind.  There are
some things that are unmoved by music, or mood, or even war, only wind. �

BY SETH HUNTER
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A Nathan Peake Novel



Aux armes, citoyens,
Formez vos bataillons,
Marchons, marchons…
He remembered the first time he had heard it, in Paris during the Terror, just before

they tried to string him up from a lamppost. Death as close then as it was now, perhaps closer.
He’d had his flute with him, he remembered, and when they took the rope from his neck
they gave it back to him and he played them a tune. Yankee Doodle, because they had
thought he was an American then, too.

Yankee doodle keep it up, Yankee doodle dandy,
Mind the music and the step, and with the girls be handy.
He supposed that was where it had begun. Paris at the time of the Terror.  The

danger and the deceit, the seductive lure of living with both, and the fear.  But it could have
been earlier, keeping watch for the smugglers on the hills above the Cuckmere.

‘You should be ashamed of yourself, boy, and your father a magistrate.’
Another memory. Of his mother and father having one of theirs furious rows when

he was a child—about him, their lives together, their incompatible politics, or all three?  His
father with his head in his hands plaintively asking: ‘How did we get here?’ And his mother’s
grim reply: ‘Step by step’.

They say your whole life flashes before you when you are drowning.
‘To dangerous liaisons, sir. Where would we be without them? Ho, ho, ho.’
That would be Sir Sidney Smith raising a glass at The Ship Inn in Falmouth.

Mephistopheles to his bemused Faust, flushed and jolly over a bowl of punch, with the snow
on the hills and the wind from the north-east filled with chips of ice, like the splintered bones
of dead armies.

‘Oh, we are going to kidnap Napoleon Bonaparte, did I not tell you?’
Ho, ho, ho.  Well, we know how that ended.  For some, at least.  And now here he

was, sharpening blades for the emperor’s soldiers so they could conquer Britain.
‘Three days of fog, that is all we need, and England will be ours.’
That would be in the rose garden at Malmaison.  Three days of fog. Not a lot to ask

for in the English Channel.
No fog here. though.   Clear blue skies, perfect weather for a battle—if only there was

a bit more wind. He looked out across the deck, out to sea through the sparks of the spinning
wheel and saw the English ships in the distance bearing down on them.  More creeping than
bearing, perhaps, so painfully slow, even under a full press of sail.  There would be singing
there, too.

Heart of Oak are our ships,
Jolly Tars are our men,
We always are ready:
Steady, boys, Steady!
He should be singing with them, not here, sharpening swords for the enemy.
‘Merci, monsieur.’
‘Mon plaisir, monsieur.’
Now they were lining up to climb into the rigging.  The grenadiers and the

sharpshooters.  All those weeks of training in Cadiz, throwing their grenadoes and firepots,
shooting at the cutouts of the officers at the taffrail.

Rantan-a-tan-rantan. ‘Prend ton sac, prend ton sac!’
Rantan-a-tan-rantan. ‘Prend ton sac, prend ton sac!’ �
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‘Muskets and grenadoes never won a battle at sea,’ he muttered to Mr Banjo.  ‘It is
the big guns that win battles at sea.’

 And there was the sergeant from Naples waiting in line.  Antonio Scillato. Io
Spettro. The revenant.  His accuser.

Nathan watched him climbing the ratlines up into the fighting tops, with his mus-
ket slung by a strap at his shoulder.   Hand over hand.   Step by step.

12  |  QUARTERDECK  |  SUMMER 2022

“A more natural storyteller’s eye than Patrick
O’Brian . . . Well wrought and deftly told.”

—London Sunday Telegraph

“The rousing naval battles, twisty plot, and muscular
prose lift Hunter’s nautical yarn a few notches

above the competition.”
—Publishers Weekly

Preorder your copy today . . .
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In the 1970s, Howard was stationed with
the Green Jackets at Crossmaglen, a County
Armagh, Northern Ireland, village called
XMG by the troops. A fellow soldier, Andy
McNab, recalled in his memoir, Immediate
Action, the day he was on duty with another
fellow in a two-man watchtower.

“A foot patrol, came out of the base, and
after the usual pound of running feet, all I

INTERVIEW

A T AGE SEVENTEEN, Birmingham, England, aspiring foot-
baller John Howard enlisted in the Royal Green Jackets, an
infantry regiment in the British Army. Over a decades-long
distinguished military career, including ten years with the

SAS (Special Air Service) counter-terrorist team, Howard saw action
on the streets in Northern Ireland during The Troubles, Malaysian and
South American jungles, Africa, and the Middle East.

could hear was ‘click, click, click,’ wrote Mc-
Nab. “What the hell is that? I wondered,
and looked out of the side hole. Standing
nearby was the smartest man alive, posing in
front of a camera for the battalion magazine.
    “‘That’s Johnny Two-Combs,” Bob said.
“Comes from the Midlands, loves football.
Plays for the battalion. Looks good, doesn’t
he?’ �
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    “Indeed he did. No one wore rank in
XMG, and everyone looked like a bag of
shit, wet, cold, and covered in mud. But
this guy was wearing corporal stripes, and
his uniform was immaculate. He was about
five feet ten inches, with blue eyes and per-
fect teeth, and not a single blonde hair out
of place . . .
    “I watched as Johnny carried on posing,
winning the war on his own for the camera.
‘The thing is,’ Bob said, ‘he is really
switched on. You’re looking at a future
RSM [regimental sergeant major].’”
    In early 1984, the SAS, the British Ar-
my’s special forces unit specializing in coun-
ter-terrorism, accepted Howard into
its ranks after completing the pun-
ishing selection process.
    The SAS—also known as “the
Regiment”—specializes in hostage
rescue, covert reconnaissance, and
direct action. “Direct action” in-
cludes small raids, ambushes, sabo-
tage, and similar operations.
    Over the next decade, Howard
and his mates in the 22 Special Air
Service Regiment conducted opera-
tions around the world, mostly out of
the public’s eye. Due to the secrecy and
sensitivity of its operations, the British
government does not comment on the Reg-
iment.

    However, in 1996, SAS: The Soldiers’ Sto-
ry by Jack Ramsay became an international
best-seller, detailing daring and covert ex-
ploits by the SAS. The book was published
against the British government’s wishes.
    Ten Regiment soldiers, including Johnny
“Two Combs,” related their stories for the
first time. Documented actions included the
May 1980 Iranian Embassy Siege in Lon-
don, during which Iranian Arab gunmen
took 26 hostages. After the terrorists mur-
dered one hostage, SAS soldiers rappelling
from the roof entered the building through
windows. They killed five of the six hostage-
takers, rescuing all but one of the hostages.
British television carried the raid live.
    Howard was the driving force behind the
book and a seven-part Carleton television
series and acted as a consultant and narrator,
explaining various SAS operations. The se-
ries is available on YouTube, including a
vivid segment about the Iranian Embassy
siege.
    After leaving the Regiment, Howard au-
thored three novels with stories based on his
career in the SAS: Boat Troop, Blood Money,
and Direct Action. The trilogy is now avail-
able in new trade paperback editions from
McBooks Press in the United States and

United Kingdom (see page XX).
Quarterdeck recently caught up

with Howard, now an international
senior security consultant, to learn
more about his military career, his
thrillers, and the genesis of his nick-
name, Johnny “Two Combs.”

—George Jepson

As a boy growing up in Birmingham,
were you a reader?

I read a lot of science fiction, such as
Isaac Asimov. I also read many history
books. �

ABOVE (left to right)
Snapper, Rusty, and
Johnny “Two Combs,”
former SAS soldiers,
sign copies of their book,
SAS: The Soldiers’ Story,
at a London bookshop in
1996. Minutes earlier,
the three rappelled
eighty feet down the
face of an empty office
block near Fenchurch
Street, startling office
workers nervous about
IRA bombs.

BELOW The Cap Badge
of the British Special Air
Service Regiment (SAS),
with the Regiment’s
motto, “Who Dares
Wins.”

© Alamy
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What drew you to a life in the military as a
young man, especially a unit like the Royal
Green Jackets?

I was an aspiring footballer. A cousin who
was in the Royal Green Jackets convinced
me to join them, saying I would be able to
play football all over the world. He was
right! I enlisted at seventeen and was selected
to play for the training depot team during
basic training. I went on to play for teams
wherever I served. I had the fantastic experi-
ence of playing for the British Combined
Forces Team against the Mexican Olympic
Team. This game took place in front of a
crowd of 80,000 in the Aztec Stadium in
Mexico City. I also played for the SAS foot-
ball team until, for security reasons, it was
disbanded.

After ten years’ service with the Green Jack-
ets, what lured you to the Special Air Service
(SAS) for another decade?

I had worked with the SAS a few times in
Northern Ireland, providing support for
some of their covert operations. I was the
“Op’s Sergeant” commanding the Opera-
tions room in Belfast when one of our mo-
bile patrols was ambushed by the IRA,
killing three young Green Jackets. This was a
bitter pill. I met up with a former Green
Jacket who was now serving in the SAS. We
discussed the ambush, during which he con-
vinced me that if I wanted to fight back, the
SAS was the best way to do it!

How did you acquire the “Two Combs”
moniker?

During the jungle phase of SAS selection, we
are trained and tested for a month, operating
in isolation in the heart of the jungle, split
into four-man patrols. As you can imagine,
you can become disheveled and look like
shite as the jungle takes its toll on your hy-

giene. Regardless, I always looked as good as
possible, especially my hair. I combed it of-
ten, especially in the mornings, as part of my
daily preening routine. Well, the guys no-
ticed this and began to aim banter at me ac-
cordingly. After a while, they hatched a plan
to steal my comb and then observed my re-
action the following day. The guys were sit-
ting on their “Bergan’s,” grinning like Ches-
hire cats looking to see how I dealt with not
having a comb. Instead of despair, I whipp-
ed out my spare comb and continued with
my morning ritual without a hint of con-
cern. I could not contain my laughter, espe-
cially as one of the guys quipped, “Bugger!
He’s got two frigging combs.” That became
my nickname, “Two-Combs,” and the leg-
end was born.

Looking back on your career, what was the
most challenging moment or experience you
encountered?

Almost everything you do in the SAS is chal-
lenging; that’s just the nature of the beast. �

ABOVE Johnny “Two
Combs” Howard in the
Malayan jungle soon
after his selection for
the SAS.
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My most challenging experience was being
on the ground in Northern Ireland during
the abduction and murder of two of our
Royal Signals support staff in Belfast.
    They were driving a civilian vehicle on
the way to fix a covert radio mast. They
should not have been on the ground that
day, especially in that area. An IRA funeral
was taking place. The roads around the fu-
neral procession had been closed off, and
the political wing of the IRA was control-
ling entrances and exits.
    The two guys inadvertently got chan-
neled towards the funeral and panicked.
They drove onto the road just in front of
the procession.
    They were attacked, dragged from their
car, mutilated and murdered execution
style. The next day, I was shown a helicop-
ter surveillance video of the incident with
the rest of my team. The video was high
resolution and zoomed in enough to see
close-up details of the mob's attack and sub-
sequent execution.
    It took every ounce of control and per-
sonal discipline not to overreact and seek
vengeance for the murdered lads. Instead,

we worked hard and
professionally to seek
out the ring leaders and
those involved in the
murder and bring them
to justice.

Were you to relive your
earlier life, would you
do it all again?

Knowing what I know
now, I would do it all again, but I also just
wished I had joined the SAS earlier and got
to enjoy a longer run.

At what stage during two decades in the
British military did you consider writing
about your experiences?

I never thought that I would get involved in
writing books or anything to do with the
media. However, my fellow Green Jacket
and mate Andy McNabb had become fa-
mous for writing Bravo Two Zero. He then
wrote Immediate Action, based on his experi-
ences in the Green Jackets and SAS. He �
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“Entrance of Somes Sound from Southwest Harbor”
by American painter Fitz Henry Lane (1804 - 1865).

TOP The SAS thrillers by
Johnny “Two Combs”
Howard.

ABOVE Johnny “Two
Combs” Howard, author.



mentioned me
throughout the book
with � many anec-
dotes of our time to-
gether in both units,
especially the SAS.
    I was working in
Colombia and received
a call from Andy’s
agent on my Sat
phone. He mentioned
that Andy had received
considerable fan mail
referencing me. I was
due to fly home for a
spot of leave, so he ar-
ranged a meeting with
a publishing represen-
tative, after which I
signed up to deliver my
three books.

What drove your decision to tell your sto-
ries through fact-based fiction, rather than a
straight, nonfiction narrative?

I did not want to get involved in kiss-and-
tell stories exposing  SAS operations, tactics,
and methods. In the SAS, we worked in
teams, and I did not feel comfortable writ-
ing or taking credit for what was a team op-
eration. I had read some novels based on the
SAS written by well-known authors, though
none of them had ever served in the SAS.
Nobody who had done was involved in
writing novels. I believe having the inside
track and experience of being a SAS opera-
tor qualified me to write fiction based on
facts. It was a far more accepted way of re-
telling SAS operations.

During your ten years in the SAS, there
must have been many worthy experiences to
share with readers. How did you select those
for Boat Troop, Blood Money, and Direct
Action?

Boat Troop was a no-brainer. I was Boat
Troop, and no one had written anything
about a SAS Boat Troop operation.

Blood Money was a book that had to be
written. What I saw and experienced in Sier-
ra Leone will stay with me for the rest of my
life and tested my operational command and
control to the limit.

Direct Action came about as I worked in
the UAE while writing it. I was a Special
Forces/Counter-Terrorist Lead Instructor.
My colleagues at the time were a mix of
Brits and Americans drawn from a myriad of
special forces backgrounds: SAS, Delta
Force, Green Berets, SBS (Special Boat Ser-
vice), helicopter and fixed-wing pilots, an
American Naval Intelligence Officer, and a
full-bird Colonel liaison officer who had
worked at the Pentagon. Afghanistan, Bin
Laden, and the Taliban were hot topics.
    I threw a dinner party inviting a cross se-
lection of my colleagues, during which I
pitched the Direct Action project. I received
tremendous support from those assembled �
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“I did not want to get involved in kiss-and-tell stories
exposing SAS operations, tactics, and methods.”

ABOVE Johnny “Two
Combs” training Iraqi’s
on a United States De-
partment of Defense
Contract in Baghdad.



and those that were not. The book was writ-
ten with in-depth knowledge and insight,
receiving rave reviews for its technical accu-
racy.

How did the three stories come together?
Did you keep a diary through your service
years or look back as you were writing?

Whenever possible, throughout my military
service, I kept a diary; as part of my duties in
Sierra Leone, I had to send a dai-
ly situation report. I also ran the
operations room. Therefore, I
had exposure to as much intel
and reference material as neces-
sary. I was also lucky enough to
have some great friends I have
served with. Whenever I was un-
sure or stuck for info, they readi-
ly provided me with their take on things and
acted as great memory joggers.

Considering the secretive nature of SAS op-
erations, did you have legal obstacles to
overcome in order to publish the books?

In a nutshell, yes! All members of the SAS
who intend to publish a book based on their

SAS experience must submit
all proofs to a special com-
mittee at the Ministry of De-
fence, who will advise what
must be redacted or amend-
ed before granting permis-
sion for publishing.

Are there more stories to tell?

Since leaving the SAS, I have
worked on the US State De-
partment Anti-Terror Assis-
tance Program, a Depart-
ment of Defense program in
Iraq, and operated as a mili-
tary contractor in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Jordan, Sierra

Leone, the United Arab Emirates, and other
places. In addition, I have carried out world-
wide VIP protection tasks, numerous train-
ing assignments, and management jobs in
the Middle East, Africa, and Colombia. I
am sure that there are a few stories in that
lot somewhere.

Is there anything else you would like to
share with our readers?

I did not find it easy to write my
books. I am a bit of a perfec-
tionist. Therefore, I was always
critical of myself to ensure that I
wrote realistically and honestly,
never bullshitting or stealing
other people’s glory. I am grate-
ful to my many colleagues and

friends who never held back in showing
their support when I needed advice or coun-
sel. Since leaving the SAS, I have experi-
enced some amazing adventures. I needed
all the skills and experience I gained in serv-
ing in the SAS to help get me through!
Those stories are yet to be told! No other
profession could have given me the life’s
experience that the SAS has offered me. n

“No other profession could
have given me the life’s expe-

rience that the SAS has
offered me.”

ABOVE Johnny “Two
Combs” with the Mega-
mendung, Indonesia.
Training Detachment 88
The Indonesian National
Police counter-terrorism
squad.

18  |  QUARTERDECK  |  SUMMER 2022



MARINE ART

SUPERSTITION AT SEA

S EAMEN AND FISHERMEN were once highly
superstitious. Their dread of sailing on
Fridays or having women on board is es-
pecially well known.

    While writing When There Were Birds, we
learned how birds influenced mariners’ behavior or
were involved in events in some uncanny way.
    Women believed to use magical or supernatural
practices to cause evil were known as witches, with
thousands tried for this offense in Europe and
America and many executed.

BY ROY AND LESLEY ADKINS

Mariners’ fear of the unknown through the centuries
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Roy and Lesley Adkins are co-authors of Jack Tar,
The War for All the Oceans, Nelson’s Trafalgar,
Gibraltar, and Jane Austen’s England. Their latest
book is When There Were Birds: The Forgotten
History of our Connections.
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    In 1832, the Reverend George Oliver from
Scopwick in Lincolnshire, England, described one
way of curbing witchcraft:
    “Some people, after eating boiled eggs, will
break the shells to prevent the witches from con-
verting them into boats, because an ancient super-
stition gave to these unhappy beings the power of
crossing the sea in egg-shells.”
    Witches were blamed not only for using egg-
shells to sail the seas, but also for causing ship-
wrecks. At Wells-next-the-Sea on England’s north
Norfolk coast, parish records document fourteen
local men buried in St Nicholas’s churchyard on
26 December 1583. Having sailed from Spain,
they had lost their lives close to the port.
    The parish clerk noted that Mother Gabley from
nearby King’s Lynn had caused the shipwreck by �
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“Wandering Albatross in Flight, East of the Tasman Peninsula, Tasmania, Australia” by JJ Harrison
(https://www.jjharrison.com.au/Birds-by-country/Birds-of-Australia).



boiling eggs in cold water.
This was a terrifying age, with
blame readily cast on anyone
to make sense of tragedies. So,
she was found guilty. Al-
though her punishment is un-
known, execution was
common.
    Almost three centuries lat-
er, in the summer of 1868,
newspapers reported a gentle-
man lost at sea who had been
due to return home to New-
castle upon Tyne. A fortune-
teller told his wife that a fe-
male family friend had be-
witched her and her husband
by roasting the heart of a black hen, causing
the shipwreck and his death.
    These centuries-old links between witch-
es, the sea, eggs, and even hens were un-
doubtedly responsible for mariners
considering it unlucky to take eggs onboard
their vessels.
    Some mariners would not sail unless
equipped with lucky feathers. It seems in-
conceivable today that anyone would want
to harm wrens. Yet, a widespread annual
tradition known as “hunting the wren” once
took place in America, Europe, and Britain
around Christmas time or New Year’s Eve.
    On the Isle of Man, these small birds were
hunted and killed by boys on St Stephen’s
Day (26 December), with the excuse that it
was for the good of humanity and the fight
against evil. A captured wren suspended in a
garland was taken round to every household,
and their feathers handed out for luck.
    In 1869 William Harrison, a Manx histo-
rian, commented: “these are considered an
effectual preservative from shipwreck, and
some fishermen will not yet venture out to
sea without having first provided themselves
with a few of these feathers to insure their
safe return. The ‘dreain,’ or wren’s feathers,
are considered an effectual preservative

 against witchcraft.”
    Supernatural storm spirits included the
Seven Whistlers, heard overhead at night
and feared as corpse hounds searching for
unsaved souls, including those of unbap-
tized children who had died. At the port of
Folkestone in Kent in the mid-19th centu-
ry, one elderly fisherman related: “I never
thinks any good of them, there’s always an
accident when they comes.”
    That winter, while fishing, his crew
heard the Seven Whistlers pass over and
wanted to turn back. Soon after, the weath-
er turned wet and windy. Seven men in an-
other boat drowned. He added: “I knows
what makes the noise . . . it’s them long-
bill’d curlews; but I never likes to hear
them.”
    The Seven Whistlers were usually
thought to be curlews, large wading birds
with long bills. However, the whistlers were
more likely to be whimbrels. Similar in ap-
pearance, whimbrels migrate to and from
Africa. With their numbers being much
greater than now, their distinctive call (of-
ten with seven notes) reverberated as they
flew overhead.
    Storm petrels were also feared. These
small birds, predominantly black, spent
most of their lives at sea, often following �
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ABOVE Woodcut show-
ing a witch creating a
storm at sea by Olaus
Magnus (1490-1557), a
Swedish Catholic priest,
from his 1555 book His-
toria de Gentibus Sep-
tentrionabilus (History of
the Northern Peoples).

BELOW Illustration of a
curlew taken from Brit-
ish Ornithology: Being
the History, with a
Coloured Representation
of Every Known Species
of British Birds by
George Graves, 1811.
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vessels. Crews believed them to be sinister
birds of ill-omen that caused storms and
shipwrecks. From the eighteenth cen-
tury, mariners also referred to them as
“Mother Cary’s chickens,” possibly
from the Latin mater cara, alluding
to the Virgin Mary. However, they
were considered witches or the souls
of dead seamen.
    In John Masefield’s poem “Moth-
er Carey,” published in 1902, an el-
derly boatswain (who has seen too many
storms) talks about Mother Carey, a cruel
old woman. This mother of the witches
lures young seamen to their deaths:

She’s the mother o’ the wrecks, ‘n’ the mother
Of all big winds as blows;

She’s up to some deviltry or other
When it storms, or sleets, or snows.

    Albatrosses are enormous birds with
wingspans of up to twelve feet, found in the
Southern Ocean and related to storm pe-
trels. Seamen sailing in those waters might
bring back curios made from albatrosses,
such as tobacco pipes crafted from their
bones or tobacco pouches and ladies’ bags
made from their webbed feet.
    Albatross skins sometimes formed part of

Christmas displays in
London, where poulter-
ers vied with each other
for the most fantastic
offerings, whether or not
they were edible.
    In October 1719,
George Shelvocke, for-
merly of the Royal Navy,
was captain of the Speed-
well privateer, struggling
to round Cape Horn. It
was bitterly cold and dis-
mal weather. The only
wildlife, Shelvocke re-
counted, was “a discon-
solate black Albatross,

who accompanied us for several days, hov-
ering about us as if he had lost himself,

till Hatley, (my second Captain) ob-
serving, in one of his melancholy fits,
that this bird was always hovering
near us, imagin’d, from his colour,
that it might be some ill omen.”
    Simon Hatley blamed the alba-
tross for their predicament and even-

tually shot the bird.
    The poet William Wordsworth read

Shelvocke’s account of his voyage in the
autumn of 1797 and mentioned the alba-

tross incident to his friend Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, who wrote the lengthy, complex
poem The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, first
published in 1798.
    A mariner uses a crossbow to shoot an
albatross that the crew had befriended. Sea
spirits take their revenge, becalming the ves-
sel until they run out of water, an episode
described by some of the most famous
words in poetry:

“Water, water, every where,
And all the boards did shrink,

Water, water every where,
Nor any drop to drink.”

�
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TOP “With my cross
bow/ I shot the ALBA-
TROSS” from The Rime
of the Ancient Mariner
by French artist Paul
Gustave Louis Chris-
tophe Doré (1832 –
1883).

ABOVE English poet
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
by American painter and
poet Washington Allston
(1779 - 1843).
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    The crew makes the mariner
wear the albatross around his neck,
which has become a common
phrase meaning a terrible burden.
The words are often misquoted as
“But not a drop to drink.”
    Worse was to follow, and one by
one, the crew perishes. As penance,
the mariner has to roam the world,
telling his story repeatedly, so by
the time we meet him in the poem,
he has become an ancient mariner.
    Birds have frequently been con-
nected in strange ways to various
incidents. For example, in Decem-
ber 1792, army captain William
Dyott was a passenger in a vessel bound for
England from Halifax in Nova Scotia. He
was surprised at the superstitious belief of
the captain:
    “Two years ago they lost a man over-
board from the ship in the latitude we were
in this day. The captain remarked to me
that every time he had passed that latitude
since, which I believe was four or five times,
he had always observed a small bird swim-
ming about on the water, as near as he
could possibly conjecture to the spot where
he lost his man. I never was more aston-
ished than at his remark.”
    A few decades later, on 12 September
1857, the steamship Central America was off
the Carolinas coast, intending to dock at
New York. Onboard were hundreds of pas-
sengers, mainly from California, and a vast
amount of gold for New York banks. Un-
fortunately, at eight in the evening, a hurri-
cane sank the vessel.
    Earlier that day, Captain Anders Johnsen
of the Norwegian barque Ellen was battling
the same weather en route from Belize in
Central America to Falmouth in England:
    “I was standing on the quarter-deck with
two other of the crew at the same time, be-
sides the man at the helm. Suddenly a bird
flew around me, first grazing my right

shoulder. Afterwards it flew around the ves-
sel, then it again commenced to fly around
my head. It soon flew at my face, when I
caught hold of it, and made it a prisoner.
The bird was unlike any bird I ever saw . . .
When the bird flew to the ship, the barque
was going a little north of north-east. I re-
garded the appearance of the bird as an
omen, and an indication to me that I must
change my course; I accordingly headed to
the eastward direct.”
    His new course took the Ellen to the
wreck site, where the crew managed to pull
dozens of survivors from the sea. But tragi-
cally, hundreds of others perished in what
was then the worst shipping disaster in the
United States. In addition, the loss of gold
caused a financial panic across the country.
    Johnsen described how the strange omen
of the bird led to the rescue: “I should not
have deviated from my course had not the
bird visited the ship; and had it not been for
this change of course, I should not have fall-
en in with the forty-nine passengers, whom I
fortunately saved from certain death.” n

Visit the Adkins online at
www.adkinshistory.com.
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ABOVE  “The Sinking of
the SS Central America,
1857,” by J. Childs, en-
graver and publisher.
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O ne of the questions Julian and I are often asked is, “How
do you work together on the books?” As the years have
gone on, and number of Kydd titles we’ve produced has
grown, we’re refined our collaboration methods. We each

have specific roles, along with shared joint ones. A lot has changed
since we first started on the debut novel in the Kydd Series, Kydd.
That was some twenty years ago while we were living in the surrey �

AUTHOR’S NOTES

Creating Yankee Mission . . .  from plot to publication

BY KATHY STOCKWIN
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town of Guildford (and which we chose for
the birthplace of Thomas Paine Kydd).
That was some twenty years ago.
    Initially, Julian was very
protective of his writing,
and my blue pencil marks
on his work elicited a few
choice comments. Howev-
er, we are still happily mar-
ried and he
now trusts my editorial eye
implicitly.
    In 2000, we both gave
up the day jobs to work full
time as a creative team, hav-
ing secured a contract for
publication of the first four
books, both in the UK and
in the US, as well as a num-
ber of translation deals.
    In the early days much of our research
was necessarily done at the National Mari-

time Museum in Greenwich and
in other archives such as at Ports-
mouth Historic Dockyard and
the National Museum of the
Royal Navy.
    Since then, there’s been the
availability of much more re-
search material online. And
thanks to Kydd, we’ve traveled to
many countries on location re-
search—from Australia to Malta
to Iceland, to name just a few.
    As many of Julian’s readers
know the original conception of
the series was for a dozen or so
books. That number has now
more than doubled. The 25th
book, Yankee Mission, will be out
in the United Kingdom in Octo-
ber, and a few months later in the
United States. And I’m very hap-
py to announce the signing of
another four-book deal with
Hodder & Stoughton.

    So, looking at the latest book in the series,
Yankee Mission, let’s follow the work’s prog-
ress from plot to publication.

    For each book offered to
our publisher ahead of time,
we write a fairly detailed syn-
opsis and suggest an appro-
priate title.
    Thus, for Yankee Mission,
we already have an outline
and title.
    Julian immerses himself in
detailed research for several
months. This involves his
extensive personal reference
library, primary sources, and
travel notes from earlier visits
to the States. As well, he has
professional-level electronic

charts of the world’s oceans.
    We also seek out and source specific
books and journal articles pertinent to the �
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ABOVE The High Street in
Guildford, circa 1824, by
British painter Charles
Deane (1794 - 1874),
which plays a prominent
role in the early Thomas
Kydd novels. The Kydd
family wig shop is locat-
ed on the street, not far
from the Angel Posting
House & Livery. Were
Kydd to travel forward in
time, he would recognize
the street today, includ-
ing the historic Guildhall
Clock suspended over
the street.
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new book. And we have a lengthy discussion
on characters—both those we’ll bring in
from earlier books and new ones specific to
Yankee Mission, including real-life historical
personages. We both believe that it is char-
acters that make a Kydd book, set against, of
course, an exciting historical backdrop.
    Once this is completed, we start on the
detailed planning, segment by segment.
This involves using a large white board and
sketching out the elements involved, points
where various characters will appear, as well
as any potential issues that need further in-
vestigation.
    This planning takes several weeks, bring-
ing in various sub-plots to complement the
over-arching narrative. Julian takes great
pride in making each title very different
from any of the ones coming—not an easy
task given the number of books he’s written!
    We pay particular attention to the begin-
ning and ending of the book, making sure it

will be satisfying to the reader, and also does
not mirror any other title in the series.
    Once that planning is complete it is time
to begin to write. Julian is what he calls “a
bleeder”—each word is brought to the story
with much thought. Even so, he manages
his one-thousand words a day target.
    Every so often we encounter a plot prob-
lem that needs to be resolved. Coffee to
hand, white board at the ready, we join forc-
es to throw ideas around. The rule is “it
takes what it takes . . .”
    As well as having an integral role in the
early stages of planning, I take on various
research matters, typically societal questions
such as food, etiquette on land, clothing,
etc. One such was medical practice in
Kydd’s day—not a subject for the squea-
mish. Without giving too much away, this
involved the gruesome treatment of war
wounds and infection.
    As the story starts to build up, I make a �
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ABOVE LEFT team Stock-
win during a research
junket to Hong Kong.

ABOVE RIGHT Julian
Stockwin on top of the
Rock at Gibraltar on a
research trip early in the
Kydd series.
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“We both believe that it is characters that make a Kydd book,
set against, of course, an exciting historical backdrop.”



detailed summary of what Julian
has written to date, including
major action points, character
appearances, words that may
need defining in the glossary,
etc. This provides a useful way of
checking the narrative arc is
on track.
    In parallel to Julian’s writing,
I do a first edit, flagging any
queries for discussion, smooth-
ing the flow and ensuring what I
call “word music” is evident. As
an aside, I particularly like the
way the sea is a character in its
own right in his writing.
    Once Julian has finished the
final draft and I have done my
edits, we print the whole manu-
script out to go through line by
line separately. Then we com-
pare notes and make any agreed
changes.
    This done I review the manuscript one
more time and Julian writes the author’s
note and map brief for the cartographer.
    When the manuscript is emailed to the
publisher it is also accompanied by our
thoughts on a suggested cover.
    So off it goes at the end of April, our con-
tractual date for manuscript delivery.
    Around ten days later our new editor at
Hodder & Stoughton, Morgan Springsett,
responds with this very gratifying verdict:
“I’d like to congratulate you on a brilliant
manuscript. What a thrilling adventure. I
really enjoyed reading this script.”
    We attend to his few editorial queries and
then the manuscript is sent to Hazel Orme
for copy-editing.
    Hazel, too, loved the book. After re-
sponding to a few minor queries she has, the
manuscript is typeset and checked both by
us and a professional proofreader.
    And on October 7, Yankee Mission will
be launched!

    But there’s no rest for Team Stockwin.
We’re hard at work on the next book
(working title: Sea of Treason), scheduled for
publication in October 2023. This will be
followed by further Kydd titles. n

Visit the Stockwins online at
www.julianstockwin.com.
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ABOVE  Julian Stockwin
at his desk and comput-
er command center.

BELOW  The Stockwins
have a cuppa in a Devon
tea shop.

“I particularly like the way the sea is
a character in its own right in his writing.”
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BOOK REVIEWS

A Spy in Casablanca
BY TERRY MORT

MCBOOKS PRESS, US Hardback / e-Book
$26.95 / $9.99

JULY

L IEUTENANT RILEY FITZHUGH,
former LA private eye and emi-
nent raconteur, lands in Lon-

don after a Luftwaffe air attack severely
damages his subchaser while on convoy
duty in the North Atlantic.
    The PC 475—nicknamed Nameless
by her crew—awaits repairs in Scotland
and Fitzhugh is temporarily on the
beach.
    It’s 1942, and, for the time being,
the Germans have stopped bombing
the British capital. At a cocktail party
at the American embassy, Fitzhugh
reconnects with his old English pal
Bunny, formerly a professor of art his-
tory at UCLA and currently working
in the military intelligence for the Brit-
ish government.
    Coincidentally, Martha Gellhorn,
his paramour from Cuba and Ernest
Hemingway’s wife, is in town on as-
signment for Colliers magazine.
     “So, you’ll have company while

you’re waiting for your ship to be put
back together,” says Bunny.
    “For a while at least,” says Fitzhugh.
     But there’s a war on.
    A few days later, at Bellamy’s, Bun-
ny’s exclusive club on posh St James
Street, he not-so-innocently asks Riley,
“What do you know about Casablan-
ca?”
    The Allies, he reveals, are preparing
to invade French North Africa—Oper-
ation Torch—and require intelligence
ahead of landing in Morocco. Bunny,
working temporarily for the OSS, sug-
gests that Riley, acting as naval attaché
in Casablanca, can acquire the crucial
information.
    “The success of the invasion depends
on you,” he jokes.
     “What? Are you serious?” replies
Riley.
    “Ha!  Just kidding, old boy. If you
get captured or killed, it won’t make a
damned bit of difference to the war.”
    So, Lieutenant Fitzhugh is off to
Casablanca via Gibraltar and Tangiers
with no official option to decline.
    Arriving in the Moroccan city con-
trolled by the Vichy French regime,
only nominally understanding his mis-
sion, the stakes increase when condi-
tions thwart his original plan. And as
time passes, nothing is as it seems for
the budding spy.
    At its signature best, Terry Mort’s
breezy prose spins an entertaining yarn
filled with intrigue, glamour, and strik-
ing characters straight out of central
casting, a lapsed rabbi, an alluring
femme fatale from his past, a retired
US Marine, Vichy police, and Gestapo
agents wearing black fedoras and leath-
er trench coats.
    Mort’s Riley Fitzhugh novels, in-
cluding this latest, are delightful hom-
ages to the works of Raymond Chand-
ler and Dashiell Hammett, and C. S.
Forester. n

—George Jepson

Code of Honor
BY ROBERT N. MACOMBER

Naval Institute Press, US Hardback / e-Book
$29.95 / $21.59

AVAILABLE NOW

IN THE SUMMER OF 1904, Special
Assistant to President Theodore
Roosevelt Rear Admiral Peter

Wake has served over forty years in the
United States Navy.
    His background and experience in
espionage make him the prime candi-
date to deal with a hostage crisis in
Morocco. Wake quickly ends the dra-
ma using his formidable diplomatic
talents, averting a “military and politi-
cal disaster.”
    However, his foremost concern is
“the Imperial German Navy’s expan-
sion around the world.” The Kaiser
believes the United States Army is in-
ferior to its European counterparts and
has developed secret plans for invading
the United States.
    Roosevelt wants those plans and is
concerned about what German immi-
grants in the US would do if an inva-
sion occurred. So, he dispatches Wake
to Europe on an goodwill visit, with �
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an additional assignment: to learn as
much as possible about the capabilities
of the Russian Navy.
    The war between Russia and Japan
grips Europe, and Wake finds himself
in the thick of it all. Russian clandes-
tine operatives press him into service as
a neutral observer aboard a Baltic Fleet
Russian ship on their ill-fated Far East
voyage.
    Joining the Russians, Wake embarks
on his perilous journey during a savage
war and a high-stakes game of espio-
nage and intrigue.
    Relying on his cunning and abilities,
Wake must convince his pursuers that
he is not a spy. At the same time, he
continues to gather intelligence across
the globe.
    Unfortunately, his luck seems to
have run its course as he experiences
one particular death experience after
another. Yet, he continues to push for-
ward as threatening world events close
around him.
    Never one to quit or hold his
tongue, Rear Admiral Wake becomes a
witness to the chaotic developments in
Russia that are sure to change the
course of world history.
    The sixteenth offering in the Honor
Series, Code of Honor, will delight his-
torical naval fiction readers. Robert
Macomber’s seminal hero, Peter Wake,
is a compelling fictional character who
easily moves within the world of histor-
ical fact and fiction.
    Superbly detailed, Code of Honor
introduces the reader to seldom men-
tioned pivotal events at the beginning
of the twentieth century in Russia and
Europe that changed the course of his-
tory.
    With a distinguished career in espio-
nage and naval action at sea, there is no
end to the excitement generated by
Rear-Admiral Peter Wake’s naval ca-
reer in service to the United States. n
        —Thomas Hines

BOOK REVIEWS

The Wolves in Winter
BY Philip K. Allan

Independent, US Trade Paperback / e-book
$19.50 / $5.99

AVAILABLE NOW

N AZI U-BOATS lurking be-
neath the stormy, frigid wa-
ters of the North Atlantic in

late 1941 prey on Allied convoys deliv-
ering war matériel desperately needed
on the front lines in Russia.
    As U-133 enjoys a successful cruise,
her veteran Commander Jürgen Bort-
feldt deals with discord among his offi-
cers. His challenge: keep them focused
on their task critical to Germany’s suc-
cess—sinking Allied shipping.
    At Bletchley Park in the English
countryside, cryptanalysts secretly track
U-boats. At the same time, new detec-
tion equipment in the hands of the
British and Americans force German
wolfpacks to remain vigilant and
stealthy to stay alive.
     English novelist Philip K. Allan’s
crisp narrative, the second in his
Wolves World War II Series, brings
war drama to life in the dangerous wa-
ters of the bitterly cold North Atlantic,

a graveyard for cargo vessels bound for
the war zone.
    Britain’s HMS Protea, an armed es-
cort shepherding merchant convoys,
monitors the skies for attacking Luft-
waffe aircraft and the sea for U-boats,
running the gauntlet from North
America to Russia.
    In the cold waters off Norway’s
coast, Protea’s Captain, Lieutenant
Commander Paul Garner, guides his
small ship through treacherous ice
flows while avoiding German patrols.
    Code breakers at Bletchley Park race
against time to break the German ci-
phers to guide allied ships through the
dangerous sea lanes. Each message con-
tains hints and clues, but time is run-
ning out as German aircraft and
submarines zero in on Protea and her
transports.
    A combination of luck and skill
drives the code breakers as they know
the lives of the sailors are in their
hands.
    The cat-and-mouse game between
Protea and U-133 pushes each crew to
breakpoints as they both work to strike
and evade each other. The treacherous
weather constantly batters both vessels,
complicating their missions.
    Finally, with utter destruction as the
only option, Protea and U-133 charge
headlong to one last climactic fight.

The Wolves in Winter, filled with
riveting, authentic naval action, reads
like the script for a cinematic block-
buster.
     Allan provides compelling, action-
packed excitement and suspense, por-
traying operations in the North Atlan-
tic during the early years of the Second
World War.
    Offering accounts from Allied and
German perspectives, Allan weaves a
tale filled with historical detail and
context that the reader might forget is
historical fiction. n
        —Thomas Hines   



On the Barbary Coast
BY ALARIC BOND

Independent, US Trade Paperback / e-Book
$14.95 / $7.99

AVAILABLE NOW

C APTAIN THOMAS KING and
His Majesty’s frigate Tena-
cious are bound for England,

after more than four years on the
North American Station.

Tenacious requires a major overhaul
after “fighting a particularly drawn-out
and frustrating campaign” over two
years. And with Britain’s wars winding
down on both sides of the Atlantic,
King wonders whether both he and his
ship will ever face hostilities again.
    But, for the present, his thoughts are
directed toward his partner Aimée and
their children, who had returned to
England from Halifax a year earlier.
With her “shaky writing,” a recent let-
ter carried distressing news.
    After a voyage interrupted by a heat-
ed clash with a Baltimore Clipper fly-
ing the Stars and Stripes, Tenacious
makes Spithead. There King catches
the Portsmouth Mail for Eastbourne
and home, where the family estate is

BOOK REVIEWS
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not the same as he had left it years ear-
lier.
    Away from naval duties for the first
time in years, King “sets his mind on
country life,” although with little en-
thusiasm. So, answering a summons to
the Admiralty in London and a meet-
ing with Vice-Admiral Fraser, life takes
on new meaning.
    News that “Tenacious is for the
breakers” elicits “a moment of grief,”
soon followed by quiet elation. Viper, a
32-gun French-built and captured frig-
ate, will be his new command in the
Mediterranean under Admiral Edward
Pellew.
    By the time Viper officially joins the
British Navy from the dockyard at
Bucklers Hard, the war with France is
over, with Napoleon “safely tucked
away on Elba.” However, Pellew re-
quires her on station “with some ur-
gency,” and King is keen to know why,
as he sets a course for Gibraltar.
    Bond’s lively narrative vividly evokes
life aboard a man-of-war from the
fo’c’sle to the quarterdeck, through
Jack Tars’ eyes and officers alike in a
cinematic approach to the story. And
his dialogue between characters is ex-
ceptional.
    The below-decks chatter between
the Vipers is especially entertaining.
And there are twists and turns enough
to keep readers guessing about what
comes next. Not the least is the rela-
tionship between King and Aimée or
Pellew’s initial orders not to engage
Barbary pirates.
    And then a corsair attacks a British
prize, with Aimée and two other wom-
en aboard, and Pellew, about to haul
down his flag, changes course.
    In On the Barbary Coast, Alaric
Bond unfolds a spell-binding sea story
filled with enough tension, vivid char-
acters, and battles to satisfy armchair
sailors intent on setting sail again. n  

—George Jepson

Kestrel
BY MICHAEL J. WAY

Page, US Trade Paperback / e-Book
$19.95 / $9.99

AVAILABLE NOW

A S A FORMER OFFICER in the
British Royal Navy for over a
decade, Jonathan Barlow finds

himself sailing as captain of one of his
father’s merchant ships at the dawn of
the American Revolution.
    It’s early in 1775.
    Jonathan senses that future events
will challenge his wits and patience
while outfitting his small, swift schoo-
ner, Kestrel, in Charles Town, South
Carolina.
    At the same time, he works his green
merchant crew into a reliable force to
deal with potentially hostile ships along
the eastern seaboard of colonial Ameri-
ca in the spring and summer.
    Fraught with perilous weather and
suspicious vessels, Kestrel plies the wa-
ters from South Carolina to Philadel-
phia, New York, and British-occupied
Boston.
    With a cargo of contraband, Barlow
relies on his cunning and courage to �
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lead his ship past British warships and
privateers on their way to supply rebel
forces in New England. His hodge-
podge crew of former Royal Navy sea-
men and veteran merchant sailors
weather storms and adversaries on their
way North.
    Aware that war is near, Jonathan
contemplates his place in the coming
fight, with his loyalties torn between
his former brothers in the Royal Navy
and supporting the cause of his colo-
nial kin.
    Heavily armed, Kestrel draws the
attention of many onlookers, including
His Majesty’s warships. If caught, it
would be certain imprisonment or
death for taking up arms against the
Crown, and Jonathan realizes the
stakes are high.
    On the way to the seat of the war, a
the privateer has a chance encounter
with another vessel and confronts an
old acquaintance seeking retribution.
Jonathan employs quick action to es-
cape what is almost certainly an ulti-
mate defeat.
    Despite being a merchant mariner in
the coming conflict, Jonathan hopes
his crew will muster the discipline and
courage to carry out his clandestine
mission.
    Employing period vernacular and
vivid detail, author Michael J. Way
provides an exciting tale of the birth of
a privateer during the American Revo-
lution in Kestrel, An American Priva-
teer. Rich with authentic eighteenth-
century characters, Way offers a
glimpse at the seldom discussed early
American privateers.
    Jonathan Barlow interacts with peri-
od heavyweights like John Paul Jones
and even George Washington, an en-
gaging cast of historical characters. Kes-
trel is thoroughly entertaining Ameri-
can Revolution sea fiction. n

—Thomas Hines
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Blood Money
BY JOHNNY “TWO COMBS” HOWARD

Boat Troop are sent upriver into Sierra
Leone on a mission to secure a vital ore
mine. While the men battle their way
past vicious hippos and poisonous
snakes, political events are rapidly over-
taking the city-based HQ. As the balance
of power swings between government
and rebels, Her Majesty’s Government
wavers in its intentions. Soon after Boat
Troop arrive at the mine, they discover
they are out on their own and with the
extra burden of civilians to hamper their
task.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
JULY

Direct Action
BY JOHNNY “TWO COMBS” HOWARD

When a US Embassy in Southeast Asia is
bombed by followers of terrorist Osama
bin Laden, the US and UK decide it is
time to act against the terrorist leader by
striking at his stronghold in Afghanistan.
High-tech equipment and well-laid plans
count for little when the combined SAS-
Delta team attempts to invade using
massive helicopter support fails and
things go badly awry.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW

SAS THRILLERS

Boat Troop
BY JOHNNY “TWO COMBS” HOWARD

Within two weeks of the Argentine inva-
sion of the Falkland Islands, four men of
Boat Troop, B Squadron, 22 SAS, are on
the islands, arriving aboard a British sub-
marine. It is the mission of these four
men to gather vital intelligence, with Ar-
gentine patrols everywhere. The rest of B
Squadron are tasked with a suicide mis-
sion—an attack on the Argentine airbase
in the mainland. In charge is a man un-
afraid to risk the lives of his men in
search of greater personal glory.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW
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The Last Paladin
BY P. T. Deutermann

Summoned to relieve destroyers
bogged down by escort duty in the es-
calating Pacific Theater, the USS Hay-
ward (DE 24) is sent into remote
South Pacific operating areas. Her mis-
sion is to find and destroy Japanese
submarines, but with little expectation
of success. Nevertheless, her command-
ers take the mission literally. Using ra-
dio intercepts ignored at higher levels,
they determine that the Japanese have
set up a 1000-mile-long picket line of
six submarines. An entire squadron's
worth of subs acts as a moveable barrier
against America's advance into the next
group of islands. Moreover, these sub-
marines are poised to sink every US
aircraft carrier and destroyer, changing
the war's course.

St. Martin’s Press, $28.99 / $14.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
JULY

4 - Tokyo Express
BY SCOTT W. COOK

When they come for you, they come in
darkness. The Marines control the Jap-
anese airfield on Guadalcanal, but this
isn’t the end of their troubles. The Jap-
anese bomb them by day, attack from
the forbidding darkness of the jungles
by night, and their ships, like hungry
sharks, prowl offshore after the sun
goes down. Whoever controls The Ca-
nal controls the war. So the Japanese
concoct a plan to send men and equip-
ment ashore by night. But the US Na-
vy also has a plan. Art turner and the
crew of Bull Shark, with an old S-boat,
race back to Guadalcanal and throw
themselves between the struggling Ma-
rines and Japanese forces.

Independent, $14.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW

NAVAL FICTION

23 - Balkan Glory
BY JULIAN STOCKWIN

1811. The Adriatic, the “French Lake,”
is now the most valuable territory Na-
poleon Bonaparte possesses. Captain
Sir Thomas Kydd finds his glorious
return to England cut short when the
Admiralty summons him to lead a
squadron of frigates into these waters
to cause havoc and distress to the ene-
my. Kydd is dubbed “The Sea Devil”'
by Bonaparte, who personally appoints
one of his favorites, Dubourdieu, along
with a fleet that greatly outweighs the
British, to rid him of this menace. At
the same time, Nicholas Renzi is sent
to Austria on a secret mission to sound
out the devious arch-statesman, Count
Metternich. His meeting reveals a
deadly plan by Bonaparte threatening
the whole balance of power in Europe.

Hodder & Stoughton, $15.99 / $5.99
UK Trade Paperback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW
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2 - For Love of Country
BY WILLIAM C. HAMMOND

William C. Hammond continues the
seafaring adventures of the prominent
Cutler family of Massachusetts. Set in
the years following the American Revolu-
tion, this second novel looks at a time
when America remained a weak nation
with no navy to protect its prosperous
merchant fleet from Barbary pirates or
nations intent on crippling its shipping.
The novel opens with the capture of the
Cutler merchant brig Eagle by Barbary
pirates. Young Caleb Cutler and his ship-
mates are taken as prisoners to Algiers,
and his brother Richard, the novel’s
main protagonist, is sent to North Africa
to pay ransoms demanded by the Dey of
Algiers. But Richard learns of the Dey’s
intent to reject the ransom, as well as
threats from the British and French, and
fights a fierce battle in the Mediterranean
with two Arab xebecs.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AUGUST

NAVAL FICTION

5 - How Dark the Night
BY WILLIAM C. HAMMOND

How Dark the Night continues the seafar-
ing adventures of the Cutler family by
picking up the action where the fourth
volume, A Call to Arms, ends in 1805.
The years leading up to the War of 1812
were devastating ones for the young re-
public. The life-and-death struggle be-
tween Great Britain and France caught
the United States in a web of financial
and political chaos. President Jefferson’s
embargo threatened the livelihood of the
Cutlers and other New England shipping
families as merchant ships rotted on their
moorings and sailors sat on the beach,
penniless. Far worse for the Cutler family
is a grave illness that threatens the life of
its most beloved member.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AUGUST

11 - The Flying Squadron
BY RICHARD WOODMAN

It is 1811 and Napoleon’s French Em-
pire dominates Europe. Desperate to
stem the encroaching French tide and
avert war with the emerging power of the
United States, the Royal Navy orders
Captain Nathaniel Drinkwater to the
Chesapeake Bay to heal the rift between
London and Washington. On the banks
of the Potomac, Drinkwater discovers
the first clue to a plan by which the US
could defeat the Royal Navy, collapse the
British government, and utterly destroy
the British cause. Drinkwater takes com-
mand of a squadron sent against the
Americans in the South Atlantic, auda-
ciously risking his reputation and, in a
climactic confrontation, coming face-to-
face with the horror of an interminable
war.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
JULY
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High Water
BY DOUGLAS REEMAN

With his own boat, the motor yacht
Sea Fox, former naval officer Philip
Vivian had hoped to earn a living free
from the petty restrictions of everyday
life, close to the sea he loved. Now,
however, his dream is threatened by
financial difficulties. So when a profit-
able, if legally dubious, proposition is
put to him by an old naval comrade in
arms, Vivian is willing to listen. But
what starts out as a harmless adventure
soon turns into something altogether
more sinister. And Vivian finds himself
trapped in a treacherous web of vio-
lence and crime, dangerously torn be-
tween his stubborn sense of past
loyalties and his duty to a society he
has always despised.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AUGUST

Dive in the Sun
BY DOUGLAS REEMAN

The Allies are poised for the invasion
of Italy. Yet the Germans hold a vital
card: a floating dock, the only one in
the Adriatic large enough to take a ma-
jor warship. Moored at a small port
near Rimini, it is exposed, vulnerable.
It must be destroyed before the Ger-
mans can tow it to a safer harbour. Air,
surface, and conventional submarine
attacks are out of the question. Only
one team can do the job and still stand
a chance of surviving—the crew of His
Majesty’s midget submarine XE 51.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AUGUST

NAVAL FICTION

The Hostile Shore
BY DOUGLAS REEMAN

Crammed with refugees, harried and
bombed by enemy planes, the Sigli had
struggled south in a desperate attempt
to escape. Rupert Blair’s family had
been among the passengers on that
fateful journey in which the ship and
all aboard had disappeared. Twenty
years later, he still hasn’t forgotten—
has never abandoned his obsession to
discover exactly what happened. Now
Rupert Blair embarks upon a journey
of his own—one that will take him to a
primitive, savage island in search of the
truth. This is a thrilling tale of naval
warfare from Douglas Reeman, the all-
time best-selling master of naval fic-
tion, who served with the Royal Navy
on convoy duty in the Atlantic, the
Arctic, and the North Sea.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $5.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
AUGUST
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1 - Kydd
BY JULIAN STOCKWIN

It is 1793. Europe is ablaze with war.
The British prime minister is under
pressure to intimidate the French, and
dispatches a Navy squadron to appear
off the French coast. To man the ships,
ordinary citizens must be press-ganged.
Thomas Paine Kydd, a young wig
maker from Guildford, is seized and
taken across country to be part of the
crew of the 98-gun line-of-battle ship
Duke William. The ship sails immedi-
ately and Kydd has to learn the harsh
realities of shipboard life fast. Despite
all he goes through, amid the dangers
of tempest and battle, he comes to ad-
mire the skills and courage of his fellow
seamen, taking up the challenge him-
self to become a true sailor and defend-
er of Britain at war.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $10.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
SEPTEMBER

2 - Artemis
BY JULIAN STOCKWIN

In the great Age of Fighting Sail, life
ranging the seas for prey and prize
money in the crack frigate HMS Ar-
temis is fast and exciting. Now a true
Jack Tar, Kydd sails into Portsmouth
Harbour and a hero's welcome after a
ferocious battle against the French.
However, his jubilation is cut short
when a family matter threatens to take
him from the life he has grown to love;
he must return to Guildford. But the
sea beckons irresistibly and Kydd man-
ages to ship out again in his beloved
Artemis—a voyage that will take him to
the fabled East and present him with
fierce challenges, both personal and
physical. Finally homeward bound, he
faces death itself in the cruel waters of
the Great Southern Ocean.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $11.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
SEPTEMBER

NAVAL FICTION

3 - Seaflower
BY JULIAN STOCKWIN

It is two years since Thomas Kydd was
spirited away in the night to serve his
country aboard the old line-of-battle
ship Duke William. Now, he and the
other members of the ill-fated Artemis
are shipwrecked sailors, back in Lon-
don waiting to be summoned as court
martial witnesses. Then, in a political
act to shield an officer's reputation,
they are shipped out in haste to the
Caribbean—where sugar is king and
yellow jack a fearsome peril. Kydd
overcomes his resentment at being
turned over, and continues to grow as a
prime seaman. A spell ashore at the
dockyard in Antigua shows him anoth-
er side of the Royal Navy, the complex-
ities of maintaining Britain’s fighting
ships around the world.

McBooks Press, $19.95 / $9.99
US Trade Paperback / e-Book
SEPTEMBER
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Nimitz at War
BY CRAIG L. SYMONDS

Only days after the Japanese attacked
Pearl Harbor, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt tapped Chester W. Nimitz
to assume command of the Pacific
Fleet. Nimitz was not the most senior
candidate available. Some, including
his new boss, US Navy Admiral Ernest
J. King, considered him a “desk
Admiral,” more suited to running a
bureaucracy than a theater of war. Yet
FDR’s selection proved nothing less
than inspired. From the precarious ear-
ly months of the war after December 7,
1941, to the surrender ceremony in
Tokyo Bay nearly four years later,
Nimitz transformed the devastated and
dispirited Pacific fleet into the most
powerful and commanding naval force
in history.

Oxford University, $29.95 / $16.49
US Hardback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW

Who Can Hold the Sea
BY JAMES D. HORNFISCHER

This landmark account of the US Na-
vy in the Cold War, Who Can Hold the
Sea, combines narrative history with
scenes of stirring adventure on—and
under—the high seas. In 1945, at the
end of World War II, the victorious
Navy sent its sailors home and decom-
missioned most of its warships. But
this peaceful interlude was short-lived,
as Stalin, America’s former ally, made
aggressive moves in Europe and the Far
East. Winston Churchill crystallized
the growing Communist threat by de-
claring the existence of “the Iron Cur-
tain,” and the Truman Doctrine was
set up to contain Communism by es-
tablishing US military bases world-
wide.

Bantam, $36.00 / $14.99
US Hardback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW

NAVAL HISTORY

Victory at Sea
BY PAUL KENNEDY

In this engaging narrative, brought to
life by marine artist Ian Marshall’s
beautiful full-color paintings, historian
Paul Kennedy grapples with the rise
and fall of the Great Powers during
World War II. Tracking the move-
ments of the six major navies of the
Second World War, Kennedy tells a
story of naval battles, maritime cam-
paigns, convoys, amphibious landings,
and strikes from the sea. Kennedy’s
narration stretches from the elimina-
tion of the Axis fleets and most of the
French fleet to the rise of an American
economic and military power larger
than anything the world had ever seen.

Yale University Press, $37.50 / $9.99
US Hardback / e-Book
AVAILABLE NOW
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T HE TRAFALGAR TIMES is a not-for-profit quarter-
ly newsletter chock full of all things Age of Sail,
not just the Battle of Trafalgar, produced and

edited in the United Kingdom by A J Noon and Andrew
Venn.
    Noon and Venn write their own articles, including film,
book, and game reviews, Jackspeak, forgotten heroes, and
much more. If you have an interest in Patrick O’Brian,
Hornblower, Master and Commander, Nelson, Colling-
wood, ships-of-the-line, and naval history, then this is for
you.
    Profits from The Trafalgar Times are used to send his-
torically-themed (fiction and non-fiction) book parcels out
to schools and organizations.
    The publication is light-hearted, but accurate and infor-
mative, covering  new information, book reviews, films,
exhibitions, jackspeak, educational resources, and much
more.
    Current and back issues of The Trafalgar Times are
available for downloading to Kindle readers on Amazon US

and UK.

Visit The Trafalgar Times on Facebook, Twitter, and online at www.patreon.com/traftimes.

Each issue of
“The Trafalgar Times” is
a delightful and highly
informative miscellany

related to the
Georgian Navy.

—QUARTERDECK
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COMING THIS NOVEMBER

JAMES L. NELSON
“Nelson writes with the

eagerness of a young man
sailing his first command.”

—Patrick O’Brian

WILLIAM C. HAMMOND

“A rollicking good read full of
battles, glory, and high seas

adventure . . .”
—James L. Nelson,

author of the Isaac Biddlecomb novels


